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The first graphic novel to win the Newbery Award for Excellence in Children's Literature, New Kid tells the story of
Jordan Banks, a seventh grader enrolled in a prestigious school known for its academics instead of the art school
he had hoped to attend. At the Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan is not only the new kid, but also one of the
few kids of color, adding to that stigma. He feels he doesn't fit in, yet at the same time he increasingly feels that way
with his friends in his neighborhood. This is a tale of trying to find your place and be true to yourself. Jordan's own
art is woven throughout the story, depicting his feelings in a staggeringly truthful way, and the graphic novel format
successfully employs the visuals to represent Jordan's struggles along with the text. The characters are layered and
believable. Recommended reading for everyone.  -- Annie Welsh, Oil Region Library Association

Originally published in 1994 and translated to English in
2019, the Memory Police reads like a sleepy nightmare
where those who hold onto memories risk everything. Set
on an unnamed island, the inhabitants live with the
expectation of disappearances. One by one mundane,
everyday objects disappear and are forgotten by all those
on the island, except for an unfortunate few. Those who
can remember must disguise their ability or they will be 
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her floorboards. Subtly unsettling, the Memory Police boils down to the power of memory and how it ultimately
affects one’s identity. Readers be warned; this thought provoking piece will leave you with unanswered questions
and craving more. -- Emily Kluck, Oil City Library

taken away by the “memory police.” When a young novelist discovers
her editor retains memories, she devises a plan to hide him underneath 

Amateur
Photography

Contest 

A Message From
the Library Bees 

Show off your photography skills while
supporting the Franklin Public Library by
entering our Amateur Photography Contest
Fundraiser!

Thank you to everyone who came to see us at
Oil City Library and Franklin Public Library! We
had a busy summer and we are worn out!
We've retired "south for the winter" (the home
apiary in Seneca). Next spring our sisters and
brothers will return. Mama Queen will lay
eggs that will grow into more bees to
replenish the colony for next year. We hope
you'll visit again next spring!

Theme: Enjoying Life
Submissions accepted Nov. 2-14 at the Franklin
Public Library, limited to 3 entries per participant
Entry fees: $3 for ages 7-16, $5 for ages 17+
PRIZES - Ages 7-16: Goody Basket

Winner announced December 2nd, 2020
All proceeds benefit the Franklin Public Library

       Ages 17+:  Dinner for two at Bella Cucina Restaurant

For additional information or to register, visit or
contact the Franklin Public Library at (814) 432-5062.



Prenda is a self-paced, cloud-based learn-to-code software that can be
used by kids at home, and in ORLA's Code Club programs. Whether a
coder wants to learn how to make a website for their favorite band, or an
app that makes sound effects, Prenda has the roadmap to get them there.
It’s fun, engaging, gamified, & ultimately helps kids take ownership over
the entire experience.

Are you ready to use technology to make the
world a better place? These self-paced, online
courses include the same content taught by Cisco
experts in classrooms around the world. The
Networking Academy offers a comprehensive
learning experience that includes online
curriculum, assessments, case studies, games
and simulations that are all delivered through
their cloud-based learning and collaboration
platform. Available courses include:
Entrepreneurship, Cybersecurity, Packet Tracer,
Linux, IoT, & more!

Are you ready to use technology to make the
world a better place? These self-paced, online
courses include the same content taught by Cisco
experts in classrooms around the world. The
Networking Academy offers a comprehensive
learning experience that includes online
curriculum, assessments, case studies, games
and simulations that are all delivered through
their cloud-based learning and collaboration
platform. Available courses include:
Entrepreneurship, Cybersecurity, Packet Tracer,
Linux, IoT, & more!

Prenda is a self-paced, cloud-based learn-to-code software that can be
used by kids at home, and in ORLA's Code Club programs. Whether a
coder wants to learn how to make a website for their favorite band, or an
app that makes sound effects, Prenda has the roadmap to get them there.
It’s fun, engaging, gamified, & ultimately helps kids take ownership over
the entire experience.

New at oilregionlibraries.org
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picture books

of kids with conditions from allergies to autism. The
inclusive text encourages curious readers to ask
about the different chronic illnesses or disabilities
and gives examples of questions to ask. Explanations
include strengths and difficulties, and the overall tone
of the book is one of embracing your uniqueness.

This inspirational picture book
provides encouragement to
readers encountering life's

challenges. The text is spare, but the illustrations
give deeper meaning to the brief sentences. This
book has multiple opportunities for teachable
moments about perseverance, individuality, &
other character traits. Illustrations present
diverse children navigating through life. 

Morris is an imaginative young boy who likes space, art, his cat,
& his school's dress up center's tangerine dress. He loves the color,
which reminds him of the sun & his mom's hair, & the sounds it makes when
he moves in it. Other kids don't like this so much, & Morris is ostracized. One
day he pretends to be sick & stays home from school to avoid the bullying,
but his mother's calming encouragement enables him to return to school
with new self confidence. The issues of expected gender behavior & bullying
are treated gently & not histrionically, & Morris is a layered character. This
book is great for discussion of expectations & acceptance.

first they struggle to find something in common, but eventually each
student uses a talent of theirs to overcome their discomfort & connect to
make a new friend. The new students are ultimately embraced &
welcomed, & the book offers a wonderful opportunity to discuss
overcoming differences & expanding acceptance & understanding. The
story feels genuine & its principles can be applies to many situations in
which kids are feeling confused or unsure.

Pigeon each time he tries to convince them to let him drive the bus, but
Pigeon whines & throws tantrums - making this book a great jumping off
point for a discussion about behavior. Activity ideas to follow this book
are readily available online.

day. The illustrations are appealing, with Earth depicted as friendly & inviting.
This book can answer a lot of the "whys" younger children ask, & the back
matter filled with more information extends the learning for older children.
This book has kid friendly facts that can jump start learning about our planet.

bear invites all his friends over for a crazy house party. Unfortunately, the
neighbors call the police! The story is told through the perspective of a
police officer explaining all the trouble the stuffed animals have created
to the owner of the teddy bear. The antics of the stuffies are sure to
make preschoolers laugh, and come up with their own adventures for
their stuffed animals at home.

important historical figure. Encouraged by her mother to pursue
opportunities outside of the traditional "women's" opportunities, this
story chronicles Ruth Bader Ginsburg's path to law school and ultimately
the Supreme Court. This can be read to younger listeners, but there is
back matter for older readers to learn more.

silhouettes on one page with a corresponding
riddle on the next. The answers are
unexpected, though kids will be sure to think
they know the answer based on the rhyming
couplets. This book is entertaining & a great
twist on a traditional formula.

JUST ASK!
SONIA SOTOMAYOR
Sometimes we fear what we don't
understand, and this goes for children
too. This picture book features a range 

BE YOU!
PETER H. REYNOLDS

MORRIS MICKLEWHITE AND THE
TANGERINE DRESS
CHRISTINE BALDACCHINO

SOMEONE NEW
ANNE SIBLEY O'BRIEN

In this story, three elementary school students try to
connect with three newly enrolled immigrant peers. At 

DON'T LET THE PIGEON DRIVE THE BUS
MO WILLEMS
This Caldecott winning picture book (& its many sequels)
invites readers to interact with the story by keeping an
insistent pigeon from driving the bus while the bus driver
is away. Not only is it fun for kids to scream "No!" at 

EARTH! MY FIRST 4.54 BILLION YEARS
STACY MCANULTY
Told from the perspective of Earth itself, this approach to
planetary facts for elementary school readers delivers
knowledge through humorous text. Key moments in Earth's
life are presented, from her birth all the way up to present 

An interactive picture book for
slightly older readers,  this
guessing game presents

GUESS AGAIN

I'M AFRAID YOUR TEDDY IS
IN TROUBLE TODAY
JANCEE DUNN
What happens when your stuffies are alone in the
house? In this wild adventure, one mischievous teddy 

I DISSENT: RUTH BADER GINSBURG
MAKES HER MARK
DEBBIE LEVY

Just one title in a growing trend of accessible picture book
biographies, this introduces the youngest readers to an 

1 1  F A N T A S T I C

from Annie Welsh,
ORLA Youth Services Coordinator

MAC BARNETT



than primetime television or
college student conversations.

Why participate?
Numerous studies show the importance of early stimulation
for brain development. Reading 1,000 books before
kindergarten is a low pressure way to close the vocabulary
gap & develop early literacy skills crucial to success in school.
How does it work?
Read 1,000 books with your child. Sound scary? Break it
down! 1 book a day = 365 books a year. 3 years puts you over
the goal with 1,095 books. Any book read to your child counts
& repeating books is okay! Keep track of your books with the
library's log.
What happens when I finish?
Each child completing the program will receive a Certificate
of Completion & a small prize.

Where can I sign up?
You can register your child at any 3 ORLA locations! Ask a
staff member to get started.
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Why 

Picture Books?
They facilitate language learning.
Many picture books contain rhythmic cadence that helps
children develop and practice phonological awareness by
recognizing sounds and patterns within the story. By making
connections between the pictures and words in a picture book, a
child can also learn to use context clues for further vocabulary
development.

They spark a love of reading.
A book with pictures can usually hold a child's
attention better than a book without pictures.
Illustrations can be inspiring, fun, and silly, creating
an engaging reading experience for kids. Many
adults can attribute the beginning of their reading
journey to a favorite picture book read to them at a
young age!

They boost social-emotional learning.
Picture books can often explore difficult and complex subjects,
such as grief, fear, prejudice, gratitude and more. Illustrations
can make it easy for kids to approach these subjects and relate
to certain characters that may be feeling an array of emotions.
Children have the opportunity to practice empathy and feel
inspired by characters of different races, identities and cultures.

They make identifying sequences easier.
Books with illustrations can make it easier for kids to both keep
track of the plot and to predict what's going to happen next in a
story. Pictures often tell the reader more about the story than
the words do, and allow children to "decode" the text, also
known as print awareness.

They improve comprehension.
Many picture books are written at a higher reading
level than chapter books, and use an assortment of
complex vocabulary. This can give kids a jumpstart
on sentence construction, problem solving,
predicting, inferring, comparing and contrasting, and
more. Illustrations in picture books can reveal
unwritten elements and clues for future events in a
story's plot, enabling kids to "read between the
lines".

THE RABBIT LISTENED
CORI DOERRFELD

After Taylor works hard to build an amazing block tower, a
flock of birds swoops in and knocks it all down. A parade of 

different animal friends come through to tell Taylor how to feel about it and
what to do about it, but what Taylor really needs is the rabbit, who just
comes in and listens. This gives Taylor space to go through the whole range
of emotions. Without being overly didactic, this is a wonderful model for
children on how to process difficulty and provide support to friends.

LLAMA LLAMA RED PAJAMA
ANNA DEWDNEY

SOURCES:  https://readingpartners.org/ and https://ferstreaders.org/  

50%
more rare words

Children's picture books,
on average, contain

Rhyming and rhythmic text accompany expert
illustrations in this tale of what happens between the time

time little Llama is tucked into bed and his mother's arrival with a glass of
water. While Mama is downstairs before bringing water, Llama's anxiety
escalates. The illustrations perfectly capture Llama's consternation, but
his Mama's ultimate response is soothing & sensitive. This is a bedtime
favorite, & Llama's emotions are sure to speak to preschoolers. Mama
Llama also appears as a single mother, normalizing this family dynamic. 



'Feel-Good Movies' available on         

Featured Digital Resources
Available at www.oilregionlibraries.org

Stream these & more for free with your library card.

Celebrating Black Fiction
a collection on

OverDrive & Libby
Read & listen for free with your library card.

2 Central Ave.
Oil City, PA 16301
(814)-678-3072

421 12th St.
Franklin, PA 16323

(814)-432-5062

182 N. Main St.
Cooperstown, PA 16317

(814)-374-4605

@orlalibraries www.oilregionlibraries.org

Start With a Plan
Business planning can be a complex & unfamiliar process. Often,

entrepreneurs don’t know what kind of information they need, where to
find it, or how to get started. Gale Business: Plan Builder brings it all

together by offering an engaging, step-by-step experience–complete with
the information & tools needed to develop a business plan. The program’s
intuitive dashboard walks users through the 5 essential steps of business

planning & explains how to get started.

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=QYV2ZKPQR64GS&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=QYV2ZKPQR64GS&source=url

