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CLOUD CUCKOO LAND
ANTHONY DOERR

STAFF
tales from history
PICKS

"Let me start by saying I haven't read All the Light We
Cannot See, a Pulitzer Prize winner and one of
Doerr’s more prominent works. I’ve heard
wonderful things about it, but have yet to see if I
would feel the same. I’ve also heard that Cloud
Cuckoo Land is nothing like that book. Regardless, I
found myself fully enthralled by this story. The plot of Cloud Cuckoo
Land revolves around a single ancient tale that manages to work its
way into the lives of our characters and changes each of them in
indescribable ways. Although this novel is told from several points of
view spanning thousands of years, the different viewpoints stay
relevant, clear, and rewarding until the very end. If you like historical
fiction, science fiction, or even realistic fiction, Doerr has somehow
found a way to bridge all of these genres together in a pretty
seamless way. With its wide array of characters and timeframes, this
book can become a good pick for any avid reader." -- Daidre Green, Oil Region Library Association

HER HIDDEN GENIUS
MARIE BENEDICT
"Benedict tells a compelling story that delivers narrative tension even though the reader already knows the broad
strokes of the ending. Her writing does not pause for extensive internal monologues or overly detailed
explanations of the science. Rather, Her Hidden Genius keeps its focus solidly on Rosalind Franklin - her intellect,
her passion, and the forces that defined her as a scientist and a person. Franklin's character was shown rather
than told. Details were kept brief but consistent (e.g. discarding too-high readings of her dosimeter). The choice to
dip in and out of her life at milestones both large and small kept the story flowing; my only quibble was with the
few chapters that had two disparate dates. This choice also highlighted just how short her life was, especially
given all that Franklin accomplished. The choice to see the antagonists solely through the eyes of a woman wholly devoted to her
science kept the story from spending too much time speculating on the motivations of other players. The authors' note succinctly
explains the research and the process of extrapolations that were made; it was enlightening and pointed to further resources for
the reader to explore and learn more about Rosalind Franklin." -- Erin Joyce, Oil Creek Library District

JUVENILE

THE INQUISITOR'S TALE
OR, THE THREE MAGICAL CHILDREN AND THEIR HOLY DOG
ADAM GIDWITZ
"Set in medieval France and reminiscent of The Canterbury Tales, this is a wondrous adventure that includes a
holy dog, farting dragons, and soulless fiends. Through multiple narrators together at an inn for a night, we are
introduced to three children fleeing persecution and their saintly dog, recently brought back from the dead.
Jeanne, a Christian peasant girl, has prophetic visions which cause some people in her village to fear her. William
is a biracial monk in training with extraordinary strength that, when displayed, prompts the powers that be to
send him on a mission for the monastery. Jacob is a Jewish boy with healing abilities, forced out of his home when some Christians
set fire to his village. Some believe the children are saints, while others are more narrow minded and fear our protagonists. The
three children come together out of necessity, but form a bond that transcends race, religion, and social class during their getaway
and their quest to save some holy texts from being burned. What is the truth behind the legends that surround these children? I
thoroughly enjoyed this medieval tale sprinkled with history, humor, and humanity. Without being didactic, Gidwitz comments on
the dangers of narrow mindedness and presents several theological philosophies through this epic accessible story. Recommended
for fans of historical fiction and anyone who enjoys a good adventure." -- Annie Welsh, Oil Region Library Association

WANNA SUBMIT YOUR OWN BOOK REVIEW?
Email a review of a book you read recently (good or bad!) to promotions@oilregionlibraries.org to
be featured in a future issue of the ORLA Newsletter!

Leadership Venango Class to
Introduce New Podcast
Leadership Venango is a nine-month program designed to identify, educate, involve
and motivate individuals who desire to become more effective leaders. The program
engages citizens from a broad range of geographical, institutional and economic
backgrounds, with the goal to ensure that new leadership will continuously be added
to the community. During the nine months, the class seeks to better understand the
problems and opportunities we face in creating the best future for Venango County,
according to the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce. Divided into three groups, the
class was posed a challenge to come up with projects that benefit local organizations,
businesses or the community as a whole. One group's project, dubbed The Venango
Speaks Podcast, aims to create a podcast at the Oil City Library that explores topics like
community revitalization, business, non-profits, leadership and recreation on the local
level. Group members Natalie Cubbon of the Oil Region Library Association, Ashlee
Goodman of Raymond James Financial, Nick Gammello of Rossbacher Insurance, Devin
Zagar of 7 Foot Productions & Marketing, and Brandon Boocks of the Venango Museum
hope to introduce the podcast in the spring of 2022.

ORLA'S ANNUAL
APPEAL HAS RAISED

We can't express our gratitude enough for all the
support you've shown to Oil Region Libraries in our
2021 Annual Appeal. It's exciting to think about all the
wonderful things we'll be able to do this year, and
we're glad you're here to see them happen!

FOR 2022 LIBRARY SERVICES

the 2nd annual

WINTER OF
READING
read. track. win.

JAN 17
FEB 18
Join the 2nd Annual Winter of
Reading Challenge for ages 5+ and
track your reading for a chance to
win some cool prizes! Last year, we
read 89,370 minutes! Track your
minutes read using the ReaderZone
app on your smart device, or at
readerzone.com.

Use code d6e97

The Last Cuentista
Donna Barba Higuera

Space Opera is a sub-genre of Speculative
Fiction characterized by interplanetary voyages,
space travel, galactic adventures and (usually)
some melodramatic romances thrown in.

Light of the Jedi
Charles Soule
It is a golden age. Intrepid
hyperspace scouts expand
the reach of the Republic to
the farthest stars, worlds
flourish
under
the
benevolent leadership of the
Senate, and peace reigns,
enforced by the wisdom and
strength of the renowned
order of Force users known
as the Jedi. With the Jedi at
the height of their power, the free citizens of the
galaxy are confident in their ability to weather any
storm. But even the brightest light can cast a
shadow, and some storms defy any preparation.
When a shocking catastrophe in hyperspace tears
a ship to pieces, the flurry of shrapnel emerging
from the disaster threatens an entire system.
Even as the Jedi battle valiantly against calamity,
something truly deadly grows beyond the
boundary of the Republic.

Había una vez... There lived a girl named
Petra Peña, who wanted nothing more than
to be a storyteller, like her abuelita. But
Petra's world is ending. Earth has been
destroyed by a comet, and only a few
hundred scientists and their children among them Petra and her family - have
JUVENILE
been chosen to journey to a new planet.
They are the ones who must carry on the
human race. Hundreds of years later, Petra wakes to this new
planet - and the discovery that she is the only person who
remembers Earth. A sinister Collective has taken over the ship
during its journey, bent on erasing the sins of humanity's past.
They have systematically purged the memories of all aboard - or
purged them altogether. Petra alone now carries the stories of our
past, and with them, any hope for our future. Can she make them
live again?

The Space Between Worlds
Micaiah Johnson
Multiverse travel is finally possible, but
there's just one catch: No one can visit a
world where their counterpart is still alive.
Enter Cara, whose parallel selves happen to
be exceptionally good at dying--from
disease, turf wars, or vendettas they couldn't
outrun. Cara's life has been cut short on 372
worlds in total. On this dystopian Earth,
however, Cara has survived. Identified as an
outlier and therefore a perfect candidate for multiverse travel,
Cara is plucked from the dirt of the wastelands. Now what once
made her marginalized has finally become an unexpected source
of power. But trouble finds Cara when one of her eight remaining
doppelgängers dies under mysterious circumstances, plunging
her into a new world with an old secret. What she discovers will
connect her past and her future in ways she could have never
imagined--and reveal her own role in a plot that endangers not
just her world but the entire multiverse.

Crownchasers
Rebecca Coffindaffer

YOUNG
ADULT

A deadly race across 1,001 planets will determine
more than just the fate of the empire. Alyssa
Farshot has spent her whole life trying to outrun
her family legacy, even leaving behind the
Kingship and her uncle, the emperor, for a life of
exploring. But when her dying uncle announces
a crownchase--a search for the royal seal hidden
in the empire that will determine the next ruler-Alyssa is thrust into her greatest, most
dangerous adventure yet.

Nophek Gloss

Christopher Paolini
During a routine survey mission on an
uncolonized planet, Kira Navárez finds an alien
relic. At first delighted, her elation turns to terror
when the ancient dust around her begins to
move. As war erupts among the stars, Kira is
launched into a galaxy-spanning odyssey of
discovery and transformation. First contact is not
at all what she imagined, and events push her to
the very limits of what it means to be human.
Now Earth and its colonies stand upon the brink of annihilation-- and
Kira might be humanity's greatest and final hope.

The Doors of Eden

Essa Hansen

Adrian Tchaikovsky

Caiden's planet is destroyed, his family gone.
And his only hope for survival is a crew of misfit
aliens and a mysterious ship that seems to have
a soul and a universe of its own. Together they
will show him that the universe is much bigger,
much more advanced, and much more
mysterious than Caiden had ever imagined. But
the universe hides dangers as well, and soon
Caiden has his own plans.

They thought we were safe. They were wrong.
Four years ago, two girls went looking for
monsters on Bodmin Moor. Only one came back.
Lee thought she'd lost Mal, but now she's
miraculously returned. But what happened that
day on the moors? And where has she been all
this time? Mal's reappearance hasn't gone
unnoticed by MI5 officers either, and Lee isn't
the only one with questions. Julian Sabreur is

Dragon Pearl
Yoon Ha Lee

JUVENILE

To Sleep in a Sea of Stars

Rick Riordan Presents Yoon Ha Lee's space opera
about thirteen-year-old Min, who comes from a
long line of fox spirits. But you'd never know it by
looking at her. To keep the family safe, Min's
mother insists that none of them use any foxmagic, such as Charm or shape-shifting. They
must appear human at all times. Min feels
hemmed in by the household rules and resents

the endless chores, the cousins who crowd her, and the aunties who
judge her. She would like nothing more than to escape Jinju, her
neglected, dust-ridden, and impoverished planet. She's counting the
days until she can follow her older brother, Jun, into the Space Forces
and see more of the Thousand Worlds.

Project Hail Mary
Andy Weir
Ryland Grace is the sole survivor on a desperate,
last-chance mission--and if he fails, humanity
and the earth itself will perish. Except that right
now, he doesn't know that. He can't even
remember his own name, let alone the nature of
his assignment or how to complete it. All he
knows is that he's been asleep for a very, very
long time. And he's just been awakened to find
himself millions of miles from home, with nothing but two corpses for
company. His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland
realizes that an impossible task now confronts him. Hurtling through
space on this tiny ship, it's up to him to puzzle out an impossible
scientific mystery--and conquer an extinction-level threat to our
species. And with the clock ticking down and the nearest human being
light-years away, he's got to do it all alone. Or does he?

investigating an attack on top physicist Kay Amal Khan. This leads Julian
to clash with agents of an unknown power - and they may or may not
be human. His only clue is grainy footage, showing a woman who
supposedly died on Bodmin Moor. Dr Khan's research was theoretical;
then she found cracks between our world and parallel Earths. Now
these cracks are widening, revealing extraordinary creatures. And as
the doors crash open, anything could come through.

The City Among the Stars
Francis Carsac
Tankar Holroy, Lieutenant in the Stellar Guard of
earth's Empire, floats in space after his spaceship
is sabotaged. Rescued by an enormous,
unknown ship, he awakes to discover himself
saved by the People of the Stars who are born
and live in space with minimal contact with
planets and their occupants whom they call, with
contempt, planetaries. The chilly welcome he
receives from the ship's leader, the Teknor, is
followed by overt hostility from the other inhabitants of the Tilsin.
Only a woman named Orena reaches out to him. Tankar soon realizes
that he was rescued for his knowledge of tracers, the technology that
allows Empire ships to track others through hyperspace, a technology
the People of the Stars lack. Out of spite, he refuses to deliver the one
piece of knowledge that can protect the people who saved but now
spurn him - and the consequences will be catastrophic.

Check out some of these Space Opera picks
available through any ORLA location!
Also Available on OverDrive & Libby

Oil City Library's
Inaugural Puzzle
Challenge a Success
The 2022 Puzzle Challenge, an event spearheaded by the Oil
City Library Advisory Council & Oil City Library staff member
Emily Kluck, took place Saturday, January 29th at the Belles
Lettres Club of Oil City. The challenge (to put together either
a 500 or 1000-piece jigsaw puzzle as fast as possible)
resulted in 8 total teams participating, with 3 teams finishing
their puzzle within the 4 hour time limit. A great time was
had by all & we look forward to doing it again next year!

winner: team pathways
family division

winner: 3 sisters + a mom
adult division

Local Author to Hold Book
Signing at the Oil City Library
Patrick J. Barrett, Jr. changed his major four times while attending
Philadelphia College of Bible (now Cairn University) from Social Work to
Pastor Leadership to Missionary Work to Teaching. After serving in each
of these areas of Christian Ministry, he has settled into his current role
of supporting his wife as a Pastor in Oil City. Patrick's passion has driven
him to invest his life into training up the next generation of Christian
leaders, as he has served in the roles of a high school teacher, seminary
professor, a Youth Pastor, and a Pastor. His newest book, For Pastors
Only: Dealing with Rejection in Ministry, is now available to purchase at
the Oil City Library. Come see Patrick at his book signing to get your
copy & hear more about his memoir!

Wednesday, Feb. 9th @ 7pm

LawDepot Service
Now Available in Libby
Need to create a Rental Lease Agreement? Or maybe just
freshen up your resume? The Oil Creek Library District has
added a new Legal Document Service (replacing Gale Legal
Forms) to Libby! LawDepot offers an extensive library of
documents and legal resources, providing easy-to-use
assistance with a wide range of legal needs. More than two
million people have used LawDepot to save over a billion
dollars in legal fees. Find LawDepot in the Libby app & check
it out with your library card for free!

PAWS 4 A CAUSE Therapy Dogs
at the Franklin Public Library
Looking for an inviting and motivating way for your child to practice their reading skills?
Come to the Franklin Public Library and have them read with a friendly certified therapy
dog. Drop in at any or all of the six week sessions. Children who attend all receive a
certificate and prize. Open to all school age children & no registration needed. We
"paws"-itively can't wait to see you! Questions? Call (814) 432-5062

Saturdays, 10:30am - 11:30am

Wednesdays, 5:00pm - 6:00pm

FEBRUARY 5
FEBRUARY 19
MARCH 5

FEBRUARY 9
FEBRUARY 23
MARCH 9

Upcoming Workshops
february

8

COMPUTER BASICS WORKSHOP
FRANKLIN PUBLIC LIBRARY
4PM - 6PM
FREE

Join us at the Franklin Public Library on Tuesday, Feb. 8th at
6PM for a Computer Basics Workshop, courtesy of
Pennsylvania CareerLink! Almost all workplaces require
some computer skills. Learn to confidently navigate your
way through basic systems, including the desktop
environment, internet searching, emailing, and Microsoft
word. This workshop is free & open to anyone. Register at
the Franklin Public Library or by calling (814) 432-5062.

february

14

COMPUTER BASICS WORKSHOP
OIL CITY LIBRARY
10AM - 11AM
FREE

Join us at the Oil City Library on Monday, Feb. 14th at 10AM
for a Computer Basics Workshop, courtesy of Pennsylvania
CareerLink! Almost all workplaces require some computer
skills. Learn to confidently navigate your way through basic
systems, including the desktop environment, internet
searching, emailing, and Microsoft word. This workshop is
free & open to anyone. Register at the Oil City Library or by
calling (814) 678-3072. Walk-ins are okay too!

Featured Digital Resources
Available at www.oilregionlibraries.org

Watch the Great Courses on

Stream these & more for free with your library card.
f e a t u r e d

l i b r a r y

e q u i p m e n t

sphero robots
Sphero is a robot ball with several features that can be controlled
through mobile apps, including computer programs that students can
build. Check out the Sphero Robots today for FREE with your library card!

love is in the air

A Collection of Mushy
Books on OverDrive & Libby
Read & listen for free with your library card.

2 Central Ave.
Oil City, PA 16301
(814) 678-3072

@orlalibraries

421 12th St.
Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 432-5062

182 N. Main St.
Cooperstown, PA 16317
(814) 374-4605

www.oilregionlibraries.org

