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THE ORIGINS OF OUR DISCONTENTS
ISABEL WILKERSON

STAFF
PICKS

"Wilkerson, a Pulitzer Prize winner, delivers here
with an eye-opening book that will surely force you
to reconsider your understanding of our societal
hierarchies, their origins and continued impact
today. She utilizes many examples spanning the globe and historical
periods (notably, Nazi Germany and India’s caste system) to build her
argument. Some examples are likely to be familiar, but I would
expect many are new to you, or at the very least, presented through
a different lens. The relevancy of this book cannot be argued in a
society currently packed full of talking points relating to gender, race,
discrimination and inequality. It is easier for us to look at moments in
history and come away with a clear recognition of 'obvious' racism
(ex: slavery). Yet, today we often hear things like 'I am the least racist person you know' or the preponderance of individuals deemed
to be 'Nazis'. All of this gets clouded with people, seemingly from opposing sides, being accused of the same things. How is this
possible? To me, this is where Wilkerson’s argument makes the most sense; America’s system is a hierarchy of class more than
anything else. Artificial divisions have been established to create a structure of human ranking running deep within the fibers of our
culture. These have played major roles from America’s birth through today. Some were unique to America, others we adopted. Read
for yourself to understand why these deep-rooted components of our culture exist and why they won’t just go away with the stroke
of a pen." -- Dan Flaherty, Oil Region Library Association

MY YEAR OF REST AND RELAXATION
OTTESSA MOSHFEGH
"Our protagonist doesn't live a harsh life. She has her dream job at an upscale New York art gallery. She lives in a
cozy apartment in the Upper East Side of Manhattan. Everything she desires is paid for by her lofty inheritance.
So why is she so sad? This story follows a year of her life and the disturbing ways she chooses to try and fill the
enormous void in her heart. A very sad account of addiction, dissociation, and dysfunctional friendships. From the
first page I couldn't stop reading. A realistic, blunt, and enticing writing style made this story irresistible!"
-- Natalie Cubbon, Oil Region Library Association

JUVENILE

KAT HATS
DANIEL PINKWATER, ILLUSTRATED BY AARON RENIER
"Matt Katz’s Kat Hats is not in the business of making small hats for cats, thank you very much. Kat Hats, located
in the old Catworks in Pretzelburg, is actually in the business of training cats. Mr. Katz is the best cat trainer in the
entire world and he rents his cats out to 'climbers, adventurers, Arctic explorers, and people living in Chicago' for
them to wear on their head for warmth, since '90 percent of body heat is lost through the top of the head.' One
day, Matt Katz is at home with his wife Glamorella and their two children, Pocketmouse and Lambkin, when Old
Thirdbeard shows up at the door and enlists the help of the warmest and best cat at Kat Hats, Thermal Herman 6 7/8ths. Through
this charmingly weird and unique picture book by Daniel Pinkwater, readers will follow Thermal Herman 6 7/8th's adventure to find
Old Thirdbeard’s mother Chickarina the witch, who left home without her witch’s hat. With each turn of the page, the story just
keeps getting sillier and sillier. Though the illustrations are not in a style I typically enjoy, they are so detailed that you’ll find
something new every time you read it - and trust me, this is a book you’ll want to reread. Kids will love the adventure this
imaginative book takes them on, and adults who enjoy the weirder things in life will certainly delight in it as well."
-- Emily Kluck, Oil City Library

WANNA SUBMIT YOUR OWN BOOK REVIEW?
Email a review of a book you read recently (good or bad!) to promotions@oilregionlibraries.org to
be featured in a future issue of the ORLA Newsletter!

Teen Reading Lounge to Start at
Franklin Library This Month
Teen Reading Lounge (TRL) is not your average book club. Teens will
participate in programs that connect this year's theme, Cultural Diversity,
to tangible action in the community. Join us for book discussions, activities,
field trips, prizes, and a chance to make a difference in our town.
Built on the belief that encouraging youth to choose creative programs
based on their own interests is crucial to adolescent development, PA Humanities created an award-winning, unconventional
approach to book clubs that offers a safe space for ages 12 to 18. The humanities naturally push young people to ask questions
and share ideas, which are vital activities to discovering who they are, who they want to be, and their role in their community.
Participants work together to co-create the reading list and design projects that connect themes in their selections to tangible
action in their communities. With support from trained facilitators, they learn to hear from different perspectives and apply the
questions from the readings to the world around them. Teens are proud to report on stronger interpersonal, communication,
literacy, and critical-thinking skills and increased confidence thanks to Teen Reading Lounge.

TRL will begin on Wednesday, April 13th from 4-5 p.m. at the Franklin Public Library, and will continue at that day
and time for a 6 week session. Register online at https://bit.ly/3mK2vs3 Once registered, please stop into the
library to receive your swag bag and the schedule! All teens ages 13-18 welcome!

BUILDING MAINTENANCE AT
FRANKLIN & OIL CITY LIBRARIES
Franklin Elevator Temporarily Out of Service
A problem was discovered with the elevator at the Franklin Public Library during a
routine inspection. It has been temporarily removed from service while we await
new parts. If you have difficulty with stairs, we are happy to come to the entry
landing and work with you from there to get the materials and services you need.
Look for a bell to summon staff to your aid!
Oil City Renovating Public & Staff Restrooms
Last month, renovations were started on the restrooms at the Oil City Library
rendering them inaccessible. Since we cannot offer public restrooms at this time, we
encourage you to make use of the restrooms at the YMCA next door when visiting
the library. We're very excited to be able to upgrade our facilities and can't wait for
you to see the finished product! The renovation project is set to be completed by
May 20th, 2022.

In the absence of Week of Giving, we are inviting you to continue your generous support during National
Library Week, April 3-9. Seven years ago, ORLA was founded with a dream of uniting all three Venango
County libraries to offer and preserve quality services across our region. ORLA seeks to continue
enhancing cooperation, creativity and generous community spirit through our new Founders Fund.
When you give to the Founders Fund you are supporting:
1 Library Across 3 Communities – Oil City, Franklin & Cooperstown - Experience the same quality
service at any location to access over 150,000 shared items. Pick up and drop off at any location with
most resources provided free of charge and no late fees. In the future, we seek to become more
involved within our region via a traveling bookmobile.
Community Centers – We are centers of wit, insight and collective wisdom. In an average year, your
libraries offer approximately 1,000 free educational and community programs.
Centers of Democracy – In a polarized world, drown out the noise by researching ideas on your own
through accessible resources representing views from all sides of the aisle.
Thanks to the support of the ORLA Board, ORLA Committee members and the Oil City and Franklin
Friends groups, there are matching funds that will automatically match all donations received up to
$6,000!
Donate online at https://oilregionlibraries.org/founders-fund/, or in person at your library! Please
make all checks payable to: ORLA, 2 Central Ave. Oil City, PA 16301.
We thank you in advance for your support! You are helping to maintain ORLA’s status as your community
centers throughout our county while paving the way for future growth and development.

AT LEAST $6,000 OF DONATIONS
WILL RECEIVE A FULL MATCH!
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK - APRIL 3-9

We're
Turning This

Paint the Steps

Local artist Marcy Hall will soon be giving the outdoor steps at the
Oil City Library a new look. However, we need your help deciding
which books deserve to be featured!

Vote for Your Favorite in Each Category

adult
A Man Called Ove Fredrik Backman

A Game of Thrones George R.R. Martin

To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Underground Railroad Colson Whitehead The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood
Cat's Cradle Kurt Vonnegut

The Catcher in the Rye J.D. Salinger

The Shining Stephen King

The Book Thief Markus Zusak

young adult

Into This

Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief Rick Riordan

Persepolis Marjane Satrapi

Maus Art Spiegelman

Long Way Down Jason Reynolds

The Hate U Give Angie Thomas

The Outsiders S.E. Hinton

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children

The Fault in Our Stars John Green

Ransom Riggs

Stargirl Jerry Spinelli

The Night Circus Erin Morgenstern

juvenile
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Jeff Kinney

Dog Man Dav Pilkey

Matilda Roald Dahl

The Little Prince Antoine de Saint-Exupery

The Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkien

Wonder R.J. Palacio

A Wrinkle in Time Madeleine L'Engle

The Adventures of Captain Underpants

Beezus and Ramona Beverly Cleary

Dav Pilkey
New Kid Jerry Craft

picture books
Where the Wild Things Are Maurice Sendak

We Are in a Book! Mo Willems

Goodnight Moon Margaret Wise Brown

Creepy Carrots! Aaron Reynolds

The Pout-Pout Fish Deborah Diesen

Hi! Fly Guy Tedd Arnold

Llama Llama Red Pajama Anna Dewdney

Dragons Love Tacos Adam Rubin

Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes Eric Litwin

Madeline Ludwig Bemelmans

Vote at the Oil City Library or online at https://tinyurl.com/paint-the-steps

Loads of New Books at
Cooperstown Library
The Cooperstown Public Library has received a grant from the Venango Area
Community Foundation, an affiliate of Bridge Builders Community Foundations, in
order to update our Children and Young Adult collections! These are just a few of
the books that will be ready to check out in the coming weeks. Stop in and see all
of our new materials including STEM kits that you can take home and play with!

news from the Beekeeper
Isn’t it wonderful to feel the warm days returning to our area?
The honeybees agree! On sunny days, the hives at HouserHoney Apiary are buzzing with activity. The queens are
laying eggs and the worker bees are foraging for the pollen and nectar needed for the colonies to thrive. (The drones
are hanging out waiting for virgin queens to emerge…) Soon there will be enough bees & brood to assemble the
observation hives for the Franklin and Oil City libraries and move them in for the summer. I’m hoping to get them
installed in time for Earth Day, April 22, depending on the weather!
In the meantime, if you see a swarm that can be collected I hope you will give me a
call at 814-657-4510 (leave a message with date, time, location & your contact info).
Swarms that are installed in a hive have a much better chance of survival than
those that move into your walls or attic. If I can capture them before they move in,
it’s better for all of us. For extractions or cutouts, please call a pest control company
& see if they can direct you to a specialist.
Do you need a beekeeping mentor? I have plenty of opinions and information to
share. Do you need to buy bees? I can help you find local stock. Do you need a
speaker for a beekeeping presentation? Depending on the audience I can help with
that too. Thank you for visiting the observation hives, and thank you for your
interest in pollinators!

ORLA Launches New Dial-a-Story Service
Library Call is a Dial-a-Story service that offers children and families access to weekly recorded stories featuring expert
children’s librarians and storytellers. This service is free to the public and available from any phone. The library encourages
parents to transform everyday moments into fun and easy literacy opportunities. Waiting at the doctor’s office? Need a few
extra minutes to cook dinner without interruptions? The library can support you by offering your child an engaging recorded
story while they wait. Dial (878) 788-7980 or listen online at https://oilregionlibraries.org/books-more/digital-resources/
for a weekly story in English.

Dial

(878) 788-7980
to hear a story!

April Events
TUESDAY, APRIL 5TH / OIL CITY LIBRARY
6:00 - 8:00PM / FREE
Join us Tuesday, April 5th from 6-8pm at the Oil City Library for a FREE Hypnotherapy Class!
Hypnotherapy can be used to treat phobias, stress, anxiety, weight loss and habit-breaking. Sign
up at the Oil City Library or by calling (814) 678-3072!

MAGIC & COMEDY

hypnosis
with Sunny James

SHOW

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH
OIL CITY LIBRARY
6:00 - 8:00PM
FREE
Sunny James is a local native, magician, mentalist and
stage hypnotist. She has been learning magic and
mentalism since she was 9 years old. She's also been
fascinated with hypnosis since seeing a hypnosis show
at her senior banquet. It was so funny and entertaining
watching her fellow classmates and friends
experiencing things that weren’t really there. Now,
Sunny performs mentalism and stage hypnosis at high
schools and colleges.

BOOK
SALE
APRIL 26 & 29
FRANKLIN PUBLIC LIBRARY
12:00-5:00PM & 12:00-3:00PM
Grab a bag or two at the Friends of the Franklin Public
Library's $1/Bag Sale. Fill up a bag of used books for $1.
2 days only!

BOOK
SALE
APRIL 21-23
OIL CITY LIBRARY
ALL DAY
Join us for a Friends of the Oil City Library Mega-Book Sale! All
used books are for sale by donation. The sale will span over
three days in the Oil City Library basement.

CHILDREN'S

sing-along!
with Sunny James

SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH
OIL CITY LIBRARY
12:00 - 1:00PM
FREE
Sunny James is a local native & singer-songwriter best known
for her song and music video, Hills of Pennsylvania, and
Punxsutawney Phil. Sunny has performed at schools
throughout PA, NY and OH with her Believe in Yourself
program that teaches students to believe in themselves, good
character values, respect and to follow their dreams.

Featured Digital Resources
Available at www.oilregionlibraries.org

Watch Heist films on

Stream these & more for free with your library card.

f e a t u r e d

l i b r a r y

e q u i p m e n t

magna-tiles
The original 3D magnetic building sets that engage young minds by fusing together
math, science and creativity. 100 translucent, colorful shapes including squares and
triangles spark hours of imaginative free play in children. Anything they can dream,
they can create! Check out the Magna-Tiles today for FREE with your library card!

money $mart

Financial Literacy
Reads on Libby
Read & listen for free with your library card.

2 Central Ave.
Oil City, PA 16301
(814) 678-3072

@orlalibraries

421 12th St.
Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 432-5062

182 N. Main St.
Cooperstown, PA 16317
(814) 374-4605

www.oilregionlibraries.org

